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PRESIDENCY REPORT
ON THE EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE POLICY

Introduction
The aim of the efforts made since the Cologne, Helsinki and Feira European Councils is to
give the European Union the means of playing its role fully on the international stage and of
assuming its responsibilities in the face of crises by adding to the range of instruments already
at its disposal an autonomous capacity to take decisions and action in the security and defence
field. In response to crises, the Union's particular characteristic is its capacity to mobilise a
vast range of both civilian and military means and instruments, thus giving it an overall crisismanagement and conflict-prevention capability in support of the objectives of the Common
and Foreign Security Policy.
In developing this autonomous capacity to take decisions and, where NATO as a whole is not
engaged, to launch and conduct EU-led military operations in response to international crises,
the European Union will be able to carry out the full range of Petersberg tasks as defined in
the Treaty on European Union: humanitarian and rescue tasks, peace-keeping tasks and tasks
of combat forces in crisis management, including peacemaking. This does not involve the
establishment of a European army. The commitment of national resources by Member States
to such operations will be based on their sovereign decisions. As regards the Member States
concerned, NATO remains the basis of the collective defence of its members and will
continue to play an important role in crisis management. The development of the ESDP will
contribute to the vitality of a renewed Transatlantic link. This development will also lead to a
genuine strategic partnership between the EU and NATO in the management of crises with
due regard for the two organisations' decision-making autonomy. […]

